English
Summer 1: Week 5

Week beginning: 11/5/2020

Biography
This week you are going to write a biography about a famous Olympian.
A biography is a description of a real person's life, including factual details as well as
stories from the person's life. Most biographies are written about people who are or were
famous, such as politicians, actors, athletes etc.
We are going to use relative clauses in the biography so we can add extra details and
make it more interesting.
Days 1 and 2 you will re-visit how to use relative clauses. At the back of this booklet
there is a parent’s guide to the terminology if you need some extra information.
Day 1: Go through the relative clause activities.

Day 2: Go through the relative clause activities.

Day 3: Look at the list of features of a non-chronological report then read the model
text on the next page. Can you find an example for each feature in the example? Write
these next to them.
Day 4: Do some research! Choose a topic and record the facts you have found in the
‘research’ section.

Day 5 and 6: Write your biography! Make sure you tick off the features included in the
list and add detailed pictures in the boxes. Use at least 3 Year 5/6 spellings in your
writing. Check your spelling and punctuation when you have finished.

You can use the paper provided or do your own on a plain piece of paper. If you have
a computer at home, you could write it on that and copy and paste some pictures into
your report.
Day 7 and 8: Check and edit your work. Check: spellings, punctuation and make sure
you have used all the features of a biography (check this using the list on day 3).
Write up your biography using the template or by making your own. Include pictures
and colour borders to make it stand out.

Day 1
Relative clauses
A relative clause can be used to give additional information about a noun.

They are introduced by a relative pronoun like 'that', 'which', 'who', 'whose', 'where'
and 'when'. For example:
I won’t stand by the man who smells of slime.

In this example, the relative clause is ‘who smells of slime’. It provides more information
about the man. The relative pronoun, ‘who’, is used to connect these clauses in the
sentence.

You can find more information on relative clauses on BBC bitesize: type in BBC Bitesize
‘What are relative clauses?’ or visit this:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zsrt4qt

Day 2

Day 3

Feature of a nonchronological text.
A question or interesting
opening statement to hook
the reader.
Summarised the main
events of the person’s life
in the first paragraph
Written in the past tense

Written about key events in
the person’s life

Quotes from the person.

Formal tone.
Fact boxes for extra
information
Written in third person: he,
she, it, they
Some organisational
features e.g. pictures with
captions, diagrams or fact
boxes.
Relative clauses

Example from the text of this feature.

Tom Daley
Have you ever had to pluck up the courage to jump off a diving
board? Imagine doing it from a 10-metre board in front of a crowd of
thousands of people!
Tom Daley, who is a British Olympic diver, has been representing his
country at the Olympics since he was 14 years old!

Olympic games and medals
1 bronze medal- 10 metre Platform Diving.

Full name: Thomas Robert Daley
Nationality: British
Born:

Life after the Olympics
Daley had been training to take part
in the Tokyo 2020, which would
have been his fourth Olympics.
Unfortunately, the Olympics was
cancelled this year because of the
coronavirus. Daley commented,
“Fighting the coronavirus is far, far
bigger than the Olympics….We will
win this battle by working alongside
each other.”
Daley has been part of the reality
show ‘Splash’ and has his own
YouTube channel, where he shares
his daily family life and training.

Amazing fact!
Despite training every day
in his teens, Tom still
managed to keep up his
studies at school. He
achieved one A and eight
A*grades at GCSE and
three A grades at A-level!

Childhood
Daley grew up in Plymouth with his Dad, Mum and two
younger brothers. He enjoyed taking part in judo and also
diving, which he started when he was very young. At one
point, he had to decide which sport to carry on with
because the training times clashed. Luckily, he chose
diving. Soon after, Daley was spotted by a coach, when
he was at a diving lesson. Daley got into the local diving
team and just after his 10th birthday he won the platform
competition in the National Junior Diving championships,
which made him the youngest ever winner of that event.

Achievements
At age 14, Daley got chosen for the 2008 Beijing
Olympics, which made him one of the youngest- ever
people to take part in the games. Daley took part in the
synchronised 10- metre platform competition, which is an
event where two divers perform the same dive at exactly
the same time as a team, and he finished 8th place. In the
individual dive he finished 7th place. Daley described the
Olympics as, “the most special and prestigious event for
any athlete. It is the most important thing, we live, eat
and breathe the Olympics!”.
Daley trained for four years and went to the 2012 London
Olympics. Sadly, his synchronised dive didn’t go very well,
and he finished fourth place. However, in his individual
event he finished 3rd place, which meant he earnt a bronze
medal! He famously jumped into the pool fully clothed at
his medal ceremony!
At the 2016 Rio Olympics Daley and Daniel Goodfellow,
who was his diving partner, won a bronze medal in
the synchronised dive. Daley also set an Olympic record
score in the individual dive during the first qualification
round, but sadly he did not qualify to the final.

Day 4 - research on the Olympian
Use this space to research your Olympian for their biography.
Childhood
When were they born?

Where did they live as a child? Who with?

What inspired them to take up their sport?

Achievements
How many Olympic games have they been to? Did they get a medal?

Life after the Olympics
Were they planning on taking part in the Tokyo 2020 games?

What else have they done since being in the Olympics?

Medals at the Olympics?

Amazing fact!

Days 5 and 6.
Write your biography using the paper on the next two pages.

Can you now put some of your research into sentences which include
relative clauses?
Example:
Research:
- He took part in judo and diving as a child.
Sentence for my biography:
He enjoyed taking part in judo and also diving, which he started when he was very
young.

