English
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Week beginning: 5/6/2020
Diary entry
Over the next two weeks you are going to write a diary entry imagining
you are an Olympian who is about to undertake their sport at the games.
We are going to use semi-colons to punctuate our work.
Days 1 and 2: Read the information on semi- colons and complete the
activities.
Day 3: Features of a diary. Can you think of the features of a diary? Read
the model text on the next page and identify sentences with semi-colons.
Day 4: Do some research on a sport that you will use in your diary entry.
This could be chatting to people at home about sports they enjoy
watching, Olympic videos on the internet or information on the internet.

Use the planning page to plan out your diary.
Day 5 and 6: Write your diary entry!

-

Make sure you tick off the features included in the list.
Use at least 3 sentences with a semi-colon.
Use the Year 5/6 statutory spellings on the checklist.
Use the ambitious vocabulary if you want to challenge yourself!

You can use the paper provided or your own lined paper at home.
Day 7 and 8:

Check your spelling and punctuation when you have finished.
Draw an illustration (picture) next to or at the bottom of your diary entry.
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Day 1 and 2
Read the information on how to use Semi-colons and colons.
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Activities
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Write 3 sentences of your own that include a semi-colon.
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Day 3
Activity A: Can you think of the different features of a diary?

- Which tense is it written in?
- Which order is it written in?
- Which pronouns does it use?

Now look at the features of page 10- how many did you identify?
Activity B: Read the model text on the next page (page 9).

- Can you work out which sport I was writing about? What tells you
this?
- Can you find the sentences where I included a semi colon?
- Can you find these year 5/6 spelling words in the text?
Determined
Stomach
Especially
Opportunity
Muscles
- Can you find any similes?
- Can you spot any relative clauses?
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Model text

Dear diary,
This has been the most intense day of my life! Today was the
day that I competed for my country at the prestigious Olympic
games in London.
As my toes reached the edge of the board, the crowd, who had
been shouting and cheering, fell silent. I started to get butterflies
in my stomach; it was our opportunity to impress the judges.
Steadily, I stretched my fingers to the sky in preparation. “This is
it!” I muttered to myself. My heart was beating like a drum and
goose bumps appeared on my body. I looked over to my partner,
who looked calm and collected. He gave me a reassuring look,
which made me feel more confident. Just then, he began to count
down under his breath, “3,2,1…” he whispered. “I can do this!” I
thought to myself.
As we leapt into the air, I could feel my muscles making the
different synchronised shapes that we had practiced over and
over. We were determined to get a high score; we have been
training for four tough years for this one dive! We made a sharp
splash into the water. The crowd’s cheers echoed around the pool
as our heads bobbed back up above the water.
Anxiously, we stood and waited. The judges looked up; they had
made their decision. Suddenly, the results flashed up on the huge
screen above our heads. The crowd erupted with applause. We
hugged each other in delight. We had done it! We were going
home with a gold medal!
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Diary features

Uses the past tense

Uses first person pronouns (I, we, my, etc.)

Describes the writer’s point of view, thoughts and
feelings

Includes opinions as well as facts

Uses ambitious words to describe people and places

Organises events into paragraphs

Uses time conjunctions to link events
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Day 4
Diary plan

You are going to write your own diary entry using the model to help you. You can
choose any event, race or competition that is undertaken as part of the Summer
Olympic games. Some ideas:
-

Sprint race
Long jump
Diving

Research the sport by watching a video (you can find lots of clips from the Olympic
games on YouTube. For example a search could be ‘London Olympics 2012
Synchronised diving’ )

Introduction What kind of day was it?

What were you doing?

Paragraph 1 How were you feeling (what was happening to your body or face to
show this?)
Before the
event

Which sounds could you hear?

Sentence that uses a semi-colon for this paragraph:
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Paragraph How could you show how you were moving?
2

The event
Which sounds could you hear?

Sentence that uses a semi-colon for this paragraph:

Paragraph How did the race or event go? Did you know the result
3
straight away? Did you have to wait? How did you feel?

After the
event
What did the crowd do?

Sentence that uses a semi-colon for this paragraph:
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Day 5 and 6

Write your own diary entry.
Use your plan to help you structure each paragraph.
When you have finished writing it, check spellings, capital letters and
punctuation (full stops, commas, speech marks)
Use this checklist to make sure you have included everything in your
writing:
Check spellings and make sure that
I have used these Year 5/6
spellings in my work:
Determined
Stomach
Especially
Opportunity
Muscles

Use a sentence with a semi-colon
in each paragraph.
Checked punctuation
Used some interesting adjectives
(describing words) in my work.
Used speech to show my thoughts
and a more interesting verb than
‘said’.
Made sure I have written my work
in First Person (using I, my, we,
our etc)
Organised my writing into 4
paragraphs.
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