
Rollercoasters
Q

uick Q
uestions

1. W
hen did the first w

ell-know
n rollercoaster 

open? W
here? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2. Find and copy tw
o w

ords w
hich tell you that 

rollercoasters are w
ell-liked. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

3. H
ow

 do rollercoasters of the past com
pare w

ith 
the m

odern day? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

4. Sum
m

arise the inform
ation about the original 

rollercoasters in 20 w
ords or less. 

 
 

 
 

 

The rollercoaster has been a fashionable ride for m
any 

years, w
ith one of the first recorded rollercoasters 

opening in Paris in 1817. H
istorically, it is believed  

that the rollercoaster w
as inspired by sledging on the 

icy Russian M
ountains. The popularity of the coaster 

did not spread initially. It w
asn’t until 1884 that the 

first notable and highly adm
ired rollercoaster w

as 
opened in N

ew
 York, U

SA, w
ith a runaw

ay train style 
ride. The coaster ran on w

ooden tracks and w
as an 

instant success.

Today, a rollercoaster track can either be a com
plete 

circuit or a shuttle-track, allow
ing the cars —

 
individual or m

ultiple —
 to run in both directions. 

M
odern rollercoasters are, of 

course, m
uch faster than 

the original m
odels and 

safety standards have 
notably increased 
since then.
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Rollercoasters 
Answ

ers
The rollercoaster has been a fashionable ride for m

any 
years, w

ith one of the first recorded rollercoasters 
opening in Paris in 1817. H

istorically, it is believed  
that the rollercoaster w

as inspired by sledging on the 
icy Russian M

ountains. The popularity of the coaster 
did not spread initially. It w

asn’t until 1884 that the 
first notable and highly adm

ired rollercoaster w
as 

opened in N
ew

 York, U
SA, w

ith a runaw
ay train style 

ride. The coaster ran on w
ooden tracks and w

as an 
instant success.

Today, a rollercoaster track can either be a com
plete 

circuit or a shuttle-track, allow
ing the cars —

 
individual or m

ultiple —
 to run in both directions. 

M
odern rollercoasters are, of 

course, m
uch faster than 

the original m
odels and 

safety standards have 
notably increased 
since then.
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1. W
hen did the first w

ell-know
n rollercoaster 

open? W
here? 

A
ccept: ‘1884’ and ‘N

ew
 York, U

SA’. 

2. Find and copy tw
o w

ords w
hich tell you that 

rollercoasters are w
ell-liked. 

A
ccept ‘fashionable’ and ‘(highly) adm

ired’ 

3. H
ow

 do rollercoasters of the past com
pare w

ith 
the m

odern day? 
A

ccept an explanation that rollercoasters are 
faster now

, they don’t all run on w
ooden tracks 

and they have higher safety standards. Also 
accept reference to the sim

ilarity that they still 
run on tracks and are popular. 

4. Sum
m

arise the inform
ation about the original 

rollercoasters in 20 w
ords or less. 

A
ccept any reasonable sum

m
ary 

w
ritt

en in 20 w
ords or less.
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