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Nailsworth CE Primary School has a duty to report annually to all parents on the provision for Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 

 

Nailsworth CE Primary School is an inclusive school that aims to ensure that all pupils with SEND are able 
to maximise their achievements through full access to a broad and balanced curriculum. We believe that 
pupils with SEND are entitled to an education which allows them to: 
 

• Achieve their best 

• Become confident individuals living fulfilling lives 

• Make a successful transition into adulthood 

• Become active and confident members of the community. 
 
We ensure that the culture, practice, and management of Nailsworth Primary School supports the needs 

of all pupils with SEND and work in partnership with parents and pupils with SEND, placing their views 

and wishes at the heart of decision making. 

Identifying children with SEND 

Gloucestershire's SEND Graduated Pathway guidance is used to identify a child’s individual needs, to 

define the assessment and planning actions and to guide on the intervention and support required.   

 

Pupil Progress Meetings are held 6 times a year where progress, interventions and targets are evaluated 

for all children. Any child identified as potentially having SEND are monitored closely. There are three 

levels of graduated intervention used:  

• My Plan intervention and support solely provided by the school. 

• My Plan Plus for more complex needs, plus additional intervention from specialist external 

agencies (e.g, speech therapist). 

• Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) may be required where a child has specialist needs that 

cannot be met through the school’s own designated resources for SEND. 

 
The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice lies at the heart of the school’s SEND Policy and sets 

out the processes and procedures that all organisations should follow to meet the needs of children 

with SEND: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 

 

The Code describes a graduated approach that recognises that children learn in different ways and can 

have different kinds of SEND. So increasingly, step-by-step, support at My Plan and specialist expertise 

at My Plan Plus can be put in place to help overcome the difficulties a child may have. If further support 

is required the school may request a statutory assessment of special needs, which may result in an 

Education, Health and Care Plan (ECHP) being issued.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25


Policies 
The school has a Special Educational Needs (SEND) Policy which was reviewed in January 2021. This 

is available to any parent on request and is published on the school website. The policy is reviewed 

and updated annually during the spring term: https://nailsworthschool.org.uk/index.php/about-

us/our-policies/   

 
The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO) is Mark Davis and the SEND Governor is Lisa 

Knowles. 
 
Number of pupils with SEND 
In 2019/20, the following proportion of children were identified as having SEND: 

 
• 11% of our pupils received SEN support (slightly lower than the national average of 12.8%) 

• 3.5% of our pupils have an EHCP (significantly higher than the national average of 1.8%) 

• There were 22 children accessing SEN support through additional classroom support, a My Plan or a 
My Plan Plus. Seven children have an Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP) 

 

A further two EHCP requests for assessment will be submitted to the Local Authority for their 

consideration this academic year.  

 

We saw a continued significant minority of children displaying some form of Social, Emotional and 

Mental Health (SEMH) need, including attachment type difficulties and Emotional Dysregulation. 

In response our school provision for Therapeutic interventions has included THRIVE sessions 

https://www.thriveapproach.com/ as well as continued Therapeutic Play and Therapeutic Writing 

provision in order to meet the needs of pupils. 

 

Parents, children and teachers work in partnership to discuss the progress of children with SEND. 

This is done three times a year and, where necessary, additional meetings are scheduled. The 

views and wishes of the child and their parents are at the heart of decision making. 

 
Progress of pupils with SEND by end of Key stage 2 
In 2019-20, children with SEND made better than expected progress in reading, maths and spelling, 
punctuation and grammar (SPAG): 
• The progress in maths was +6.2 (national average is -1.5) 
• The progress in reading was +7.4 (national average is -1.5) 
• The progress in writing was -0.1 (national average is -2.2) 
• The progress in SPAG was +5.5 
 
 
Progress of pupils with SEND by end of Key stage 1 
In 2019-20, children with SEND made better than expected progress in reading, maths and spelling, 
punctuation and grammar (SPAG): 
• The progress in maths was +9.7 
• The progress in reading was +4.3 
• The progress in writing was – 0.3 
• The progress in SPAG was + 6.3 
 
Phonics (reading at least 32 of the prescribed 40 words correctly) 
In Year 1, 40% of children with SEND met the Phonics Screening threshold (compared to 43% national 
average).  
By the end of Key stage 1, in year 2, 86% of our children with SEND meet the threshold for their Phonics 
Screening (compared to 84% national average). 

https://nailsworthschool.org.uk/index.php/about-us/our-policies/
https://nailsworthschool.org.uk/index.php/about-us/our-policies/
https://www.thriveapproach.com/


 
 
Attendance of pupils with SEND 
Attendance average of our children with SEND was 93.9%. Four children were persistently late. Early 

help, breakfast club and family link support are used to help improve attendance. Some absence was 

due to unavoidable external agency and medical appointments. 

 

Future planned actions to support the progress of pupils with SEND 
The school development plan focus in 2020-21 is to ensure all children with SEND: 
• Successfully reach the threshold standard for the Phonics Screen by the end of Key stage 1 
• Successfully meet or exceed their expected progress by the end of Key stage 2 particularly in writing 
• Supported for all children to reach 95%+ attendance for the year 

 
We will achieve this through: 
• SENDCO, Deputy Head and Headteacher monitoring of academic targets to ensure outcomes are 

met 
• Clear educational plans with academic actions and targets against non-negotiables skills in 

reading, writing and maths to raise the progress of children 
• A clear focus on spellings which are linked to writing skills 
• Raising the quality of teaching by using focused, simplified learning objectives clearly linked to 

actions and targets 
• In house support for approach used by teachers in deploying Teaching Assistants (TA’s) e.g. 

teach and retreat and helicoptering  
• Continued support for individual families to overcome barriers to attendance 
 
Budget allocation 
The school’s budget allocates funding to SEND each year. This money is used for teaching assistant 

support/interventions, equipment and training. SENDCo has been effective in gaining ‘Top up Funding’ 

through successful Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) assessments by the Local Authority for 

seven children.   

 
Deployment of staff and resources 
TAs and Midday Support staff work alongside and with class teachers to deliver a differentiated 

curriculum, interventions and classroom support for children with SEND. This year TAs have been 

involved in a range of intervention programmes in the following areas: 

 

• Speaking and Listening including Speech Therapy recommendations for individual pupils 

• Reading, Writing and Spelling; including Nessy and Dancing Bears. Numeracy, including Numicon 

• Social, Emotional and Behaviour – Therapeutic Story Writing, Nurture Room, THRIVE and 
Therapeutic Play  

• Physical coordination and motor skills– Fizzy, Write from the Start and daily handwriting practice 

• Forest school for development of practical skills, nature awareness and mindfulness 
 

The SENDCo ensures administrative work, liaison with parents and other agencies takes place in a timely 

and effective manner. Where SEN is identified, further training is arranged and additional funding is 

applied for in order to meet pupils needs.  A significant focus of the SENDCo has been in supporting high 

needs children and securing additional funding in order to secure further TA support. TA then work 

closely with the class teacher to deliver high quality individualised and small group teaching. TAs are 

encouraged to support pupils to learn independence skills and use a ‘teach and retreat’ strategy. 

 

 
 



 
Staff development and expertise 
Staff members have training and experience in the following areas: 
 

• THRIVE practioner training, Early Help modules and Graduated Pathway, Autism Awareness 

• Circle Time with Jenny Mosley, Mental Health First Aid, EYFS from mark making to Writer 

• Reach for the Sky - EYFS Writing, First Aid, Make me a Superhero, Autism Lego Therapy Training 
• ‘Closing the Gap’ Conference, Inclusion Conference, Relationship Education and Safeguarding. 

 

External agencies 
The SENDCo liaises and communicates with a wide range of external agencies and professionals in order 
to support the needs of children in school, provide advice, attend reviews and/or Team round Child 
Meetings (TAC). These agencies include Social Services, Voluntary organisations, the Advisory Teaching 
Service (ATS), the Educational Psychologist (EP), Health Professionals including School Nurses, 
Occupational Therapy (OT), Speech and language Therapist (SALT), GP, Paediatrician and Children’s and 
Young People’s Service (CYPS). The mental health lead for the school is Mark Davis, SENDCo. The 
SENDCo also liaises externally with colleagues in the Gloucestershire County SEN Casework team and 
the SEN monitoring team when assessing complex needs and going through the application process for 
top up funding and EHCP assessments. 

 

Secondary school liaison 
We continue to maintain links (meetings/visits/telephone calls) with our local secondary schools 
and have had liaison meetings with other special needs staff in our partnership to ensure 
information is passed on to schools prior to transfer. The secondary SENCO, Pastoral Lead or Head 
of Year are invited to Phase Transfer reviews and when appropriate, ‘Team around the Child’ 
Meetings (TAC). 

 

Accessibility Plan 
The school is set in an old Secondary School building with many stairs across three fluctuating levels. 
There has been extensive modernisation over the past four years to transform the “look and feel” of the 
school. At each stage of the modernisation process, accessibility was discussed and considered. The 
Governing Body is aware of the limitations of the building and continue to look at creative ways to 
improve the accessibility. Currently we don’t have any children that have any accessibility needs. Our 
accessibility plan, SEND policy and all of our policies can be found at: 
https://nailsworthschool.org.uk/index.php/about-us/our-policies/ 
 

This report will be updated annually. 
 
 

https://nailsworthschool.org.uk/index.php/about-us/our-policies/

