
Year 1 Autumn 1 – Minibeast Madness. 
 

Intent – To create a minibeast garden in our 

play area 

Local Link – An educational session with 

‘Stroud Bee Keepers’ learning about plants 

that encourage pollinators and observe bees 

in a clear hive. 13th September 

Work with Nailsworth in Bloom to put Bug 

hotels around Nailsworth Town 

School Trips: Nature in Art, Cotswold Farm 

Park (Conservation area) 

Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Development:  

Safe/kind play 

 

Literacy: 

Children’s’ published work: 

Own story based on ‘The Cautious 

Caterpillar’ 

Instructions to create a bug 

hotel/ plant a seed 

Description writing of a butterfly 

Class novel: ‘The Twits’ 

 

 

Art 

Observational drawing of 

butterflies and flowers in 

the style of Natalie 

Mcintyre (Stippling)  

Visit ‘Art in Nature’ to 

study animal and plant 

artist’s work. 

Focus on shape and size  

 

 

 

Geography:  

Through Welly walks (field work) and Map work 

we will explore our local area, producing our own 

maps. 

We will use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 

human and physical features; devise a simple 

map; and use and construct basic symbols in a 

key  

We will use simple fieldwork and observational 

skills to study the geography of their school and 

its grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Design Technology: 

Design, make and 

evaluate a bug hotel 

 

Science:  

• Plants: identify and name a variety of 

common wild and garden plants, including 

deciduous and evergreen trees  

•  identify and describe the basic structure 

of a variety of common flowering plants, 

including trees 

Weekly welly walks: 

Identify the types of materials and habitats 

that house the most insects to decide what to 

make a bug hotel out of. 

How can we make bug hotels out of natural 

materials? How shall we make them 

weatherproof?   

Supplement with related chemistry 

investigations from STEM learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use science investigation write-up format from 

USB doc in Year 2 

Mathematics:  

Survey how many insects were found in 

different habitats on Welly Walks and 

display them through Tally charts, 

Pictograms, Bar charts. 

Children to produce their own data about 

how many butterflies (or minibeasts) they 

saw in their lunchtime or own time. 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

IMPLEMENTATION 

History: 

Events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally. After 

looking at how butterflies and Bees manage 

to fly, how did humans take to the sky? 

Looking at the first aeroplane flight and 

how planes have changed and why. 

RE 

Christianity – How God 

created the World 

PE: 

Perform dances using simple 

movement patterns. Use minibeast 

movements and video examples of 

these to aid practices. Compose 

and perform to music, in groups. 

 

Music: 

Charanga: ‘Hey You!’- Old school Hip Hop 

tune 

Learn the differences between pulse, 

rhythm and pitch and create our own 

ideas for a piece of music that would 

represent different minibeast. 

 

Computing: 

Design our own bugs using 

shapes and colours. 


