Year 1 Geographical Vocabulary
Physical Geography

Symbols

Word

Definition

beach
forest

A pebbly or sandy shore, by the sea.

hill
mountain
sea
ocean
river

A raised area of land, not as high as a mountain.

season
weather
country
continent

A large area covered with trees.

A large, steep hill.
An area of salt water, next to or surrounded by land.
A big area of salt water not surrounded by land.
A large stream of water flowing in a channel to the
sea, a lake, or another river.
The four times of a year with different weather
changes: Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.
What the atmosphere is like:
Sunny, hot, dry, rainy, cold, cloudy.
A place ruled by a government.
A large solid area of land. There are 7 continents.

Human Geography
A large town
city

town

A built-up area that is bigger than a village but
smaller than a city.

village

A group of houses and buildings, smaller than a
town.
A building where goods (things) are made.

factory
farm
house
shop

A place used for growing crops and rearing
animals.
A place where people live.
A building where goods (things) are sold.

Working geographically

map
compass
symbol

A picture that represents a word or group of words.
They are used on maps
to make things clear and easy to find.
A special tool that helps you know which direction
you are facing.
To make it easier, maps use symbols instead of
words so that you can find things quickly.

Year 2 Geographical Vocabulary
Physical Geography

Symbols

Word

Definition

beach
hill
mountain
sea
ocean
river

A pebbly or sandy shore, by the sea.

season
weather
cliff
coast
soil
valley
vegetation
country
continent

A raised area of land, not as high as a mountain.
A large, steep hill.
An area of salt water, next to or surrounded by land.
A big area of salt water not surrounded by land.
A large stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake,
or another river.
The four times of a year with different weather changes: Spring,
Summer, Autumn and Winter.
What the atmosphere is like: Sunny, hot, dry, rainy, cold,
cloudy.

A steep rock face by the edge of the sea.
A part of land near the sea.
A layer of earth in which plants grow.
A low area of land between hills or mountains.
All the plant life in an area.
A place ruled by a government.
A large solid area of land. There are 7 continents.

Human Geography
A large town
city

town

A built-up area that is bigger than a village but smaller than a
city.

village
factory
office
port
harbour

A group of houses and buildings, smaller than a town.
A building where goods (things) are made.
A building used as a place of business.
A town or city with a harbour where ships load or unload.
A place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter.

Working geographically

map
compass
symbol
landmark

A picture that represents a word or group of words. They
are used on maps to make things clear and easy to find.
A special tool that helps you know which direction you
are facing.
To make it easier, maps use symbols instead of words
so that you can find things quickly.
Something (a building, a statue) that is important in a
place.

Year 3 Geographical Vocabulary
Physical Geography
Word

Definition

hill
mountain
sea
ocean
river

A raised area of land, not as high as a mountain.

season
weather

A large, steep hill.
An area of salt water, next to or surrounded by land.
A big area of salt water not surrounded by land.
A large stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake,
or another river.
The four times of a year with different weather changes:
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.
What the atmosphere is like: Sunny, hot, dry, rainy, cold,
cloudy.

cliff
coast
soil
valley
vegetation
country
continent

A steep rock face by the edge of the sea.

Water cycle

the path that all water follows as it moves around Earth in
different states

A part of land near the sea.
A layer of earth in which plants grow.
A low area of land between hills or mountains.
All the plant life in an area.
A place ruled by a government.
A large solid area of land. There are 7 continents.

Human Geography
A large town
city

town

A built-up area that is bigger than a village but smaller than a
city.

village
settlement
factory
office
port
harbour

A group of houses and buildings, smaller than a town.
The action of people coming together to live in an area.
A building where goods (things) are made.
A building used as a place of business.
A town or city with a harbour where ships load or unload.
A place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter.

Rivers

Working geographically

map
compass
symbol
landmark
atlas

A picture that represents a word or group of words. They are used on maps to
make things clear and easy to find.
A special tool that helps you know which direction you are facing.
To make it easier, maps use symbols instead of words so that you can find
things quickly.
Something (a building, a statue) that is important in a place.
A bound collection of maps.

Year 4 Geographical Vocabulary
Physical Geography
Word

Definition

hill
mountain
sea
ocean
river

A raised area of land, not as high as a mountain.

season
weather
cliff
coast
valley
vegetation
country
continent
Water cycle
Equator
hemisphere
Precipitation

A large, steep hill.
An area of salt water, next to or surrounded by land.
A big area of salt water not surrounded by land.
A large stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a
lake, or another river.
The four times of a year with different weather changes:
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.
What the atmosphere is like: Sunny, hot, dry, rainy, cold,
cloudy.
A steep rock face by the edge of the sea.
A part of land near the sea.
A low area of land between hills or mountains.
All the plant life in an area.
A place ruled by a government.
A large solid area of land. There are 7 continents.
The path that all water follows as it moves around Earth in
different states
An imaginary line that runs around the middle of the earth.
A half of the earth usually divided by the equator into the
northern and southern hemisphere.
Water particles that reach the ground including rain, hail and
snow.

Human Geography

city
town
village
settlement
port
harbour

A large town
A built-up area that is bigger than a village but smaller than a
city.
A group of houses and buildings, smaller than a town.
The action of people coming together to live in an area.
A town or city with a harbour where ships load or unload.
A place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter.

Working geographically

map
compass
symbol
landmark
atlas

Biomes

A picture that represents a word or group of words. They are used on maps to
make things clear and easy to find.
A special tool that helps you know which direction you are facing.
To make it easier, maps use symbols instead of words so that you can find
things quickly.
Something (a building, a statue) that is important in a place.
A bound collection of maps.

Biomes are naturally occurring areas on Earth which share similar landscapes and
climates and are home to similar animals and plants.

Types of biomes
Aquatic
Desert
Forest
Grassland
Rainforest
Tundra

The aquatic biome is the largest type - it covers over 70% of Earth! This biome can be
further divided into two main types: freshwater and saltwater.
Desert biomes cover around one-third of the Earth and are the driest type
of biome. They can be hot or cold, depending on where on the planet they are.
Forest biomes cover approximately 30% of the planet and are home to a wide range of
trees and plants.
Grassland biomes are areas which have enough rainfall for grasses to grow but not
enough for forests to develop.
This type of biome is hot and wet all year long and is home to half of all the different types
of animals and plants on the planet.
The coldest of the biomes! Due to the low temperatures and dry conditions, these biomes
are home to very few plants and animals.

Year 5 Geographical Vocabulary
Physical Geography
Word

Definition

hill
mountain
sea
ocean
river

A raised area of land, not as high as a mountain.
A large, steep hill.
An area of salt water, next to or surrounded by land.
A big area of salt water not surrounded by land.

season
weather
cliff
coast
valley
vegetation
country
continent
Water cycle
Equator
hemisphere
Precipitation

A large stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a
lake, or another river.
The four times of a year with different weather changes:
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.
What the atmosphere is like: Sunny, hot, dry, rainy, cold,
cloudy.
A steep rock face by the edge of the sea.
A part of land near the sea.
A low area of land between hills or mountains.
All the plant life in an area.
A place ruled by a government.
A large solid area of land. There are 7 continents.
The path that all water follows as it moves around Earth in
different states
An imaginary line that runs around the middle of the earth.
A half of the earth usually divided by the equator into the
northern and southern hemisphere.
Water particles that reach the ground including rain, hail and
snow.

Human Geography
A large town

city
town
village
settlement
port
harbour
Trade
Import
Export

A built-up area that is bigger than a village but smaller than a
city.
A group of houses and buildings, smaller than a town.
The action of people coming together to live in an area.
A town or city with a harbour where ships load or unload.
A place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter.

Buying and selling goods or services
Goods or services purchased from one country and brought into
the UK.
Goods or services made in the UK and sold to another country.

Working geographically

map
compass
symbol
landmark
atlas

A picture that represents a word or group of words. They are used on maps to
make things clear and easy to find.
A special tool that helps you know which direction you are facing.
To make it easier, maps use symbols instead of words so that you can find
things quickly.
Something (a building, a statue) that is important in a place.
A bound collection of maps.

Year 6 Geographical Vocabulary
Physical Geography
Word

Definition

hill
mountain
sea
ocean
river

A raised area of land, not as high as a mountain.

season
weather
cliff
coast
valley
vegetation
country
continent
Water cycle
Equator
hemisphere
Precipitation
Volcano
Earthquake
Magma
Tectonic plates

A large, steep hill.
An area of salt water, next to or surrounded by land.
A big area of salt water not surrounded by land.
A large stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake, or
another river.
The four times of a year with different weather changes: Spring,
Summer, Autumn and Winter.
What the atmosphere is like: Sunny, hot, dry, rainy, cold, cloudy.
A steep rock face by the edge of the sea.
A part of land near the sea.
A low area of land between hills or mountains.
All the plant life in an area.
A place ruled by a government.
A large solid area of land. There are 7 continents.
The path that all water follows as it moves around Earth in
different states
An imaginary line that runs around the middle of the earth.
A half of the earth usually divided by the equator into the northern
and southern hemisphere.
Water particles that reach the ground including rain, hail and
snow.
Volcanoes are made when pressure builds up inside the earth.
This affects the earth’s crust causing magma to sometimes erupt
through it.
Earthquakes are caused when the earth’s tectonic plates
suddenly move.
Extremely hot, liquid rock.
The earth’s crust is made up of large areas called tectonic plates
that join together.

Human Geography

settlement
port
harbour

The action of people coming together to live in an area.
A town or city with a harbour where ships load or unload.
A place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter.

Working geographically

map
compass
symbol
landmark
atlas

A picture that represents a word or group of words. They are used on maps to
make things clear and easy to find.
A special tool that helps you know which direction you are facing.
To make it easier, maps use symbols instead of words so that you can find
things quickly.
Something (a building, a statue) that is important in a place.
A bound collection of maps.

